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women were captured and sexually used. Such women were even
given away as presents to officers and Kings. Some women were
kept as common women. There is mention of prostitutes in Taittiriya
Brahmana, Yajur Veda and other texts.

it is a gross misconception to hold that the Vedic culture is
sacred and that woman enjoyed a higher and nobler position then.
Not many women can be found among the Rishis (sages) who
composed the Vedic verses. The Vedic period extended over
hundereds of years. Relatively the Rigvedic period was better from
the viewpoint of a woman's status. Still there was discrimination
between sons and daughters. The woman's position began declining
during the Yajur Vedic period and reached its nadir by the age of
Sama Veda. The degradation became complete by the time of the
Atharva Veda. By the time of the Brahmanas (600 B.C.), girls were
being gifted away or sold for a consideration. During the pre-
Upanishadic period the woman had to live only for her husband's
sake. Abuses and beatings became the lot of women even during
the days of the Chandogyopanishad and the Brihadaranyakopan-
ishad.

By the time of the Sutra Period (200 B.C. to 200 A.D.), the
woman lost all her religious rights, right to education and became
her husband's property only to beget children for him. Codification
of the Dharma Shastra went on from 100 A.D. Many a Smriti Karta
flourished. Manu, Yagnavalkya. Visnu, Parasara are some of the
codifiers. Apastamba, Senkha and other are the other law givers.
All of them have accorded woman an inferior status.

Out of all, the laws of Manu have influenced women to a great
extent. Manu ordained that a woman should not enjoy freedom for
she would abuse it. As per his laws women are to be kept under
surveillance lest they become immoral. As it is impossible to keep
women under subjection by compulsion, he counselled men to treat
the women with consideration by giving them sarees, ornaments,
presents etc., so that women may imbibe the men's values. Thus
Manu has fashioned the chains that bind women. Taking the cue
from Manu, men have adopted those ways and cruelly exploited
women through the ages.

Till the statute law came into force, the ideas of the 'Sages'
like Manu and others ruled Hindu society. Though some progressive
legislation for the benefit of women, has come into existence oflate,
it is deplorable that women are not yet ready to take advantage of
these laws to escape the double morality of the decadent society
and to breathe the spirit of freedom.